issue.   I have cause to think, however, that the edition was exhausted almost immediately."*
Perhaps it was still with this impression that }\Q addressed the following letter: —
MESSES. LEA & BLANCH ABD,—
PHILADELPHIA.
GENTLEMEN ; I wish to publish a neiv collection oi my prose Tales with some such title as this: —
1 The Prose Tales of JSdgar A, Foe, including <' The Murders in the Em Morgue" the "Descent into the Maelstrom" and all his letter pieces, with a second edition of the " Tales of the Grotesque fy Arabesque." *
The later pieces will be eight in munber, malting the entire collection thirty-three, which would occupy two thick novel volumes.
T am anxious that your firm should continue to bo my publishers, and, if you would ho willing to bring out the book, I should be glad to accept the terms which you allowed me before, that is, you receive nil profits, and. allow me twenty copies for distribution to friends.
"Will you be hind enough to give mo an early reply to lids letter, and believe mo
Yours, very respectfully,
EDGAR A. PoE.3 PHILADELPHIA, Office Grtilmm's Magnnino, August IS, '41,
"Whatever doubt lie had regarding the matter was dissipated by the reply of the firm : —
1 Foe to Snodgrjisa, MS. copy.
3 The Library of George W. Childs, described by I?. W. Robinson. Philadelphia, 1882 : pp. IS, 14.ly believe me when I tell you that I am. ignorant of their fate, and have never spoken to the publishers concerning them since the day of their
